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Peartes by BLIZABETH FLOBES « alloreai@slartsibune com
*[ want io go to callege to beip dogs,” said Martn, 17, with Haey, both part of a peogran at Bovs Totem Towr, The goal is to teach boys responsihikity and discipline
by hawriryg them each degs responashility and discipline The boys have & megge of felony-level offenses; the dogs have been desmed unfit for sdegtion.

iy L gsiigqia
| l"-. NI l lf g
When young delingquents train troubled dogs in a 5t. Paul treatment
program, both can gain skills and a chance for a brighter future.

By CHEIS HAVENS + chasens@oinstriline som

hane, an sbused Doberman from Pennsyla-
i, sak at attention af the (eet of his trainer
Ere, a delinguent IB-year-old from MMinneso-
ta, kel to the floor with a trest in his hand,
urging the dog to ke dowm
It took several times before the dog's belly hit the floor,
When it did, the boy smied, gave him the trest and tou-
sled kis head, It was an accamplisbment for both
Enc is participating in the Renaissance Program at
Boys Totem Tosm, & juvenile irestment instinstion in
ol 5t Paul Boys who come fram rough-and - numble back-
- grotunds are teaching dogs whao come from rough-and-

Mate, 1. }- imamediatehy felt |:I-u:tl to Robbin, a collie Said another bl backgrounds how o become therapy animals
participant in (e St Pal program: My dog Hstens (o what 1hell him Same-
times he gets urruly, bt that's post what a dog does.” Tradning contimues: [ogs come from sanchaany, BS »

This article appeared in the Oct. 1, 2007 edition of the Minneapolis Star Tribune in the Twin Cities section.



Cross tramning for boys and dogs
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a safe place o live, it also has a
mission af community service,
says founder Lisa LaVerdiere.
Abouot 300 people volunieer
at Home for Life, and many go
with the dews to visit domestic
abuse shalters, nursing homes
and hospitals.
“Hast because 8 dog's been
given up on, it can 4l go out

and eontribute, and these dogs
can help folls whoare in worse

McGinn sbout having Thiem
‘Town residents teach dogs theat
hsd the potential to go out in
public and make people smile.
“We say we help at-risk dogs
and at-risk people” LaVerdiere
pakd

Shared need

At first, MeGinn wasn't sure
o 1t would fit. Bat, he said, it
didn't talee long to see the par-
allels between what the dogs
need to leam and what his stu-
dents are doing. The program
ia in its second session, and by
MeGinn's acoount hasbeensuc-
ceagful ]

Five students meet with the
dogs twice a lﬁ.&tkhli;ur elght
wocks, and during the program
ﬂnﬂlﬂmtﬁ!ﬁe‘ndmmub-

shoes, shetells the teens, Hitting
won't help, but showing them
bow and praising thenn will

Dogs are great banometers,
stant feedback. If the boys are
positive and work hard, the dogs
will respond.”
Eric, who had no prior expe-
rience with dogs, sxid he's catch-
g on

*My dog listens o whet [ ell
him," Eric said “Sometimes he
gets unmuly, but that's just what
a dog does™

That's the kind of patience
and understanding MoGinn
wants to see. Empathy is some-
thing most Totern Town resi-
dents lack, he says. “But it an
important lesson for them o

Miko, an 1E-year-old who
works with Tiger, a German
shepherd mix, knows his dog is
going w take some more coack-
ing. That's OK with him.

“I'm glad to see the dog can
look forward to Hve anoth-
er day and not give up hope”
Nl said.

It's notjust ahout the dogs, he
added. It's nice, he ssxid, to koo
that he's helping to give oth-

er people, people who have it
hﬂdﬂﬂmhﬂdﬂmm
i ok Forward toeach iy
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