
H
A
P
P
Y

H
O
L
I
D
A
Y
S

Happy Holidays
From all of us at

 
Home For Life®

We Are 
Home for Life®

Dear Friends:
We often talk about the high quality of care Home For Life® residents 
enjoy.  But that care goes well beyond looking after the physical needs of 
the animals.  One of the unique benefits of life at the sanctuary is that 
the animals have the chance to form lasting bonds with other animals.  
Having friends of their own kind provides an essential aspect to their 
quality of life that cannot easily be replaced.  The animals support one 
another in times of fun and stress.  They mourn one another’s deaths, they 
miss one another when they are separated, and they rejoice when they are 
reunited.  

Home For Life® honors these friendships, and our sanctuary is 
an ideal setting for such friendships to blossom and endure.  The 
animals, strengthened by their friendships, are able to give back to 
the community.  Home For Life® was recently given the opportunity 
to preserve a friendship between two very special dogs, Pepper and 
Beauty.

The Story of Pepper & Beauty
Pepper and Beauty lived with a family in rural Minnesota.  They were 
part of an active, loving household that included two children and 
four young cats.  But most of all, Pepper and Beauty had each other.  

Pepper was an aging Australian cattle dog (a Blue Heeler) who was 
losing his vision.  But Beauty, the family’s younger dog, still had sharp 
eyes.  She helped Pepper stay involved in the family’s activities.  She 
kept close to Pepper and he followed her, alert to her movements and 
the sound of her dog tags.  The family saw that Beauty was acting 
as Pepper’s “seeing eye dog”.  They bought a bell for Beauty’s collar 
so that Pepper could hear her more easily.  The dogs made their way 
together, and Beauty seemed to take care not to lead Pepper into 
situations he couldn’t handle.  He was safe with her and she had a job 
and was happy in his company.  Their bond was strong.
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We Are Home for Life®
But sadly, the family became unstable.  Disharmony and stress between the parents 
led to domestic violence.   Finally, the violence grew so extreme that the mother and 
children had to escape for their safety.  They did not want to leave their pets behind to 
face anger and more violence in the home.  In a last act of commitment to their pets’ 
welfare, they brought them to their local shelter in the hope that they could all find 
peace and happiness in new homes.  In tears the mother and children separated from 
their beloved dogs and cats, then fled the state with little more than the clothes they 
wore.

The shelter quickly found foster and adoptive homes for the cats.  But Beauty and 
Pepper were harder to place.  Although Beauty was young and good looking, she was 
also a large, mixed-breed dog with lots of energy. The shelter hoped that, with their 
sympathetic situation, the dogs could find a home where they could remain together.  
Separating them would be yet another blow, compounding the loss they had already 
experienced.  The shelter ran ads and got a local newspaper to write a moving story 
about the two dogs.  

People responded to the story and came to the shelter.  They briefly considered Beauty, but then quickly moved on to look at the puppies, purebreds and smaller dogs at the 
shelter.  Nobody was interested in the aging, blind Pepper.  The shelter did find one person willing to adopt both dogs.  But this man’s wife did not want Pepper and the shelter 
felt the adoption would be too shaky. 

Several months passed and the two dogs continued to wait.  The shelter considered their options.  They could split up the pair and promote Beauty’s adoption -- they felt 
confident that in time she would find a home.  But then what about Pepper?  His outlook was bleak.  He relied on Beauty.  For that matter, Beauty relied on Pepper.   He 
seemed to give her a sense of purpose, and she drew comfort from him.  After all they had lost at least they still had each other.   At last, the shelter contacted Home For Life® to 
see if we could give the two old friends a chance to stay together.  

A New Start
Home For Life® has a philosophy of seeing things from the animal’s perspective.  This vision drives 
the sanctuary’s mission and programs.  We easily appreciated the enormous benefit of keeping the 
dogs together.  These dogs had lived through violence and upheaval and the loss of their family.  
Now they were unwanted. They were injured in spirit and in need of help as much of any of our 
sanctuary’s animals who had suffered direct physical abuse. 

Thanks to the support of our donors, Home For Life® was able to offer the two friends and 
comrades a place in the sanctuary.  Now Pepper has the security and safety of fenced fields and 
spacious exercise yards, and warm and cozy indoor areas.  Beauty has her best friend at her side 
along with new dog friends to play and run with.  Home For Life® has given her new opportunities 
to grow and contribute -- she does training work in our Renaissance Program and she works as a 
therapy dog in our Peace Creatures and Sit*Stay* Heal programs. 
  

Home For Life®’s programs have a far-reaching impact, touching over 
1,000 kids each year!*
Home For Life®’s principle mission is to offer refuge to animals who have special needs and 
cannot find adoptive homes.  Yet we recognize that the causes of animal surrender, abandonment 
and abuse must be addressed.  If it is not, then the cycle that leads to crisis situations, like the 
one Beauty and Pepper were caught in, will never end.  This part of our mission has broader and 
longer-range implications toward ending animal homelessness.  There are no better ambassadors 
for this message than dogs like Beauty, who have born witness to the effects of situations that led to 
their abuse and surrender.  

Beauty’s sweet, kind nature makes her ideal for Home For Life®’s programs.  Today she participates in the Renaissance Program.  There she teams up with at-risk kids who 
guide her in mastering obedience skills.  She is moving steadily toward becoming a certified therapy dog.  

Beauty also participates in Home For Life®’s newest program, Sit* Stay* Heal.  This is a collaborative program with the Children’s Cancer Research Fund that brings solace and 
joy to children who are undergoing treatment for cancer in the University of Minnesota’s pediatric oncology ward.  

Finally, and perhaps most significantly, Beauty works in Home For Life®’s 
Peace Creatures program, where she directly touches the lives of other families 
that have been impacted by domestic violence.  Beauty offers herself as a living 
example, reassuring those families, and especially their children, that it is 
possible to rise out of their tragic and traumatic experiences.  A life of happiness 
and good purpose awaits them.

And so, through animals like Pepper and Beauty, Home For Life® helps 
complete the circle of life:  Our sanctuary gives refuge and emotional stability to 
the most vulnerable animals in the most desperate of circumstances. With faith 
in life restored, these animals then give back to our society’s most vulnerable 
members, thereby taking constructive steps to break the cycles of violence and 
indifference that can produce animal homelessness. 
 
Though Pepper and Beauty are just two of the special animals we have helped, 
they are representative of the many cats and dogs that come to Home for Life® 
when they have reached the end of the line and have no where else to turn. With 
your help, we can continue to reach out to help animals like Pepper and Beauty, 
who so deserve a second chance for a peaceful and happy life that they may find 
nowhere else but Home for Life®.

Sincerely,

Lisa LaVerdiere, Executive Director

* Home for Life® also provides pet therapy visits to the elderly each year through 
the Senior Outreach Project, where Home For Life® staff, animal residents and 
volunteers visit nursing homes throughout the Twin Cities.

The two friends with Krystal 
Hoppe, Home For Life® animal 
care specialist.


