
        Be the change you want to see in the world. - Gandhi

Dear  Friends,

How can one person make a difference?  Every day we hear about big problems all over the world.  The scope and size of these 
problems can deflate our good intentions even before we start to act.  But change is possible, and it is happening.

Home For Life® changes the status quo...
As animal lovers, you and I know the plight most cats and dogs face:  they 
will live or die according to the value people place on them. This has been the 
accepted reality. But from its very beginning, Home For Life® has stood in 
defiance of this reality and challenged people to see a greater truth:  that every 
living thing is valuable in and of itself.  

At the time of our founding, contrary to all current practice, we opened our 
doors to the very animals deemed to have little or nothing to offer people.  
Today we still welcome cats who are feral or who are positive for leukemia.  We 
welcome dogs even when they are unsocial or incontinent.  We will not turn 
away an animal just because it is old or disabled.  To these and many other 
animals, we provide secure, loving, high quality care for life.

Change begets change...
Through the security and loving care that Home For Life® provides, dogs and cats 
who were once rejected begin to blossom.  Their innate value becomes plainly evi-
dent.  And although their survival no longer depends on benefiting people, they are 
helping people in many real ways.

Once rehabilitated in body and spirit, our cats and dogs give back through their 
participation with our volunteers and staff in the programs of HFL’s® Pet Peace 
Corps.  Through Pet Peace Corps, Home for Life® offers several community out-
reach programs that help people of all ages. These programs include:

Peace Creatures: HFL® animals, volunteers and staff visit six battered women’s shelters in the Twin Cities to teach peaceful conflict 
resolution and empathy to families, especially children, who have lived through domestic violence. 
The Renaissance Project: teens from alternative high schools train younger dogs who are at HFL’s® sanctuary due to behavior 
issues. The dogs attain their AKC Canine Good Citizen and Therapy Dog International Certifications. The teens and dogs they 
have trained then visit area nursing homes for therapy visits with the elderly residents. Over 90 kids have completed this program.
The Senior Outreach Project: HFL® residents and volunteers visit eight nursing homes and assisted living facilities for therapy 
work with the elderly.
Roots & Shoots: HFL® is an affiliate of this program founded by Dr. Jane Goodall, the primate researcher. Roots & Shoots is an 
educational program for children of all ages.  The program’s guiding principle is that knowledge fosters empathy and understand-
ing which fosters action. HFL® offers learning modules whereby school and scout groups learn about animals and the environ-

ment we share. Then the kids develop action-oriented projects to help the HFL® 
animals as well as other shelter animals across the country.

Home for Life® has also developed a pet therapy program with the Children’s 
Cancer Research Fund, to help children who are hospitalized for the treatment of 
cancer. We will be starting weekly visits with the kids next month. 

Through these programs, HFL® dogs and cats are touching people’s lives and 
helping to repair their spirits.  They are helping people reconnect with their com-
munities, making the communities healthier.  The people they touch pass the 
healing along. Home For Life’s® dogs and cats are the change.  

You can be the change...
We are writing today to ask you to join Home For Life’s® animals in making a difference. Your support and sponsorship enables 
us to give steady, dependable, individual care to all our animals.  Your support and sponsorship also flows back to your commu-
nity through our Pet Peace Corps programs. You will know that you are making a real difference!

Sincerely,

Lisa M. LaVerdiere
Home For Life® - Executive Director 
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PS - See the other side of this page to read about some of the 
special animals from around the country who found a Home 
For Life at our sanctuary!




