


Give Ashley a Home for Life®
her. She hopped along, pulling her body across the floor with her front legs.  Because of the 
way she moved, Ashley developed painful pressure ulcers.  Because of her incontinence, her 
thick fur easily became fouled and matted.   The humane society could see that they needed 
to find a different situation for Ashley, and they prayed for a solution other than euthanasia.  
Ashley had a will to live and so much to offer! But finding her an adoptive home that could 
provide the special care she needed was going to be next to impossible...  
 
An Internet search led the director of the shelter to Home for Life®. The director was 
especially interested in Home for Life® because of our PET PEACE CORPSsm.  PET PEACE 
CORPSsm are HFL’s® community outreach programs that help people of all ages.  She thought 
Ashley would thrive in a setting where she could not only receive the care she needed, but 
also participate in our programs that enrich both people and dogs.  She wasted no time in 
contacting us.  

The director was especially interested in Home for Life 
because of our PET PEACE CORPSsm...
As soon as we heard Ashley’s dramatic story and took one look at her picture, we knew we 
had to offer a helping hand. We were tight on room and accommodations, but we stretched 
to take her in.  It was obvious she had few options.   This summer, Ashley made the long trip 
by plane to our sanctuary to begin her new life. She arrived at 1 pm in the afternoon at the 

Minneapolis-St. Paul 
airport, after traveling 
by car and plane since 4 a.m. that morning. We could see her black eyes peering out of her 
crate on the ramp of the plane, as she waited and probably wondered what fate would have 
in store for her next.
 
Once at Home for Life®, Ashley quickly made friends with people and animals alike.  She 
is especially close to her new roommates, a group of puppies about her age:  Sapphire a 
Neapolitan mastiff, Fritz a schnauzer, and Nike an Alaskan husky who is also paraplegic. 
Our groomer trimmed the fur on Ashley’s lower quarters to help keep her clean.  Then we 
measured her for a cart (eddieswheels.com - the best!)  It was sad and pitiful to see Ashley’s 
terror when our handyman, a big guy, helped us measure her for the cart. Ashley has 
remained very afraid of men due to the trauma she suffered as a puppy.
 
While she waited for her custom-made cart to be manufactured by Eddie’s Wheels, we 
transported Ashley around town at HFL® by John Deere Gator!
  
Once Ashley’s cart arrived, she took to it in no time.  The cart lifts Ashley’s weight off of 
the parts of her body where she had pressure sores, helping her to heal.  In addition, she 
wears wrappings on her feet and upper leg like a racehorse.  When she is out of her cart, 
these wrappings protect spots on her body that are vulnerable to the pressure sores. Our 
dedicated staff of animal care specialists clean and change Ashley’s wraps twice a day.  At 
night she rests on a special orthopedic dog bed to provide support and cushioning.  We 
have further laid rubber mats over the dog run to provide a softer surface that can still be 
easily cleaned.

Once Ashley’s cart arrived, she took to it in no time. 
Below is a picture of Ashley in her new cart, paid for by Debbie Geiger, one of HFL’s® donors! Note how much more confident she has become now that she has 
wheels and can move like other dogs! 

We have begun construction on a townhouse adapted to Ashley’s needs.  We need your help this holiday season to finish this project.   The new townhouse is 
larger to accommodate her wheelchair indoors.  It will have specially constructed ramps so she can get to her outdoor run unassisted.  The floors will be padded, 
and there will be thick rubber mats in the outdoor area.  In addition to bringing greater physical comfort, these special features will provide Ashley with a 
measure of independence.  We need $25,000 to finish this project before January.  We plan to display a plaque on the completed townhouse.  The plaque will 
list the names of all donors who have helped give Ashley a home for life. 
  
Although Ashley is but one animal that we have helped, she is emblematic of the many animals who come to 
Home for Life®.  These animals have nowhere else to turn. 

She is a living example of goodness... 
Ashley has overcome so much and come so far to get to this point. This winter she will begin obedience lessons 
with the goal of becoming a certified therapy dog so she can be part of the HFL® Pet Peace Corpssm. With her 
intelligence, will to overcome adversity and her kind heart, we know she will be a great success as a therapy 
dog and an inspiration to all she meets. Her life will have meaning and purpose. Ashley has demonstrated 
that it is possible to make the best of a terrible start in life.  She is a living example of goodness triumphing 
over selfishness, meanness, cruelty and fear. With your help, we can continue to reach out to help animals like 
Ashley, who so deserve a second chance that they may find nowhere else but Home For Life®.
 
Sincerely,

Lisa R. LaVerdiere
Executive Director

P.S.  Home for Life® is one of the only sanctuaries in the country that will take animals who have suffered paralysis. These 
dogs have suffered injury, sometimes due to abuse, but with special efforts made on their behalf they can live a quality 
life.  Currently, we have six such dogs:  Ashley, Rocco, a pit bull mix, Nike an Alaskan husky, Moppet a basset, Timmy 
an American Eskimo and Chako a Siberian husky. Our cats are Robin, Rory, both who were shot in the back and became 
paralyzed as a result and Kobi, who is quadriplegic due to losing his paws through abuse.




