they may have been ostracized or bullied.
However, under Wyley’s watchful eye, they
too have found acceptance and the friendship
with other dogs that is so integral to any dog’s
happiness.

We have found that a service dog never
really retires and will strive to find a way to
contribute and remain engaged. At Home for
Lifee, Wyley has been able to continue his
service as a seizure alert dog, now helping
some of the most vulnerable dogs at the
sanctuary. f¢

resulting in partial blindness and epilepsy.
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Carlie, a small mixed breed
who survived distemper as a
puppy and is an epileptic is
also very shy. She and Ben
are best friends. She helps
Wyley protect him.

-

Ben feels safe and confident
enough to run and play now
that he is part of Wyley’s group.

Tiger, Dulcie and Piper, our Golden Retriever, who had brain trauma

, Dulcie,a feral Labradoodle; Ernie, a Red Setter who has epilepsy, and Wyley.
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Small Dog Nalion

The small dogs burst out of the dog door of their apartment to head down to the exercise meadow, with Sebastian and Minnie
inthe lead. Sebastian is a Norwegian Lundehund and Minnie a Miniature Schnauzer, and both are certified therapy dogs. Sebastian is a very
rare breed and has struggled with digestive issues and consequently must be on a special diet. Minnie survived a neglectful and abusive
home but has overcome her timidity thanks in part to watching her bolder comrades confidently interact with other dogs and our staff.

The elderly Casper is welcomed to the exercise
session by his roommates. Casper, an American Eskimo mix,
was brought into animal control as a stray and was never
claimed by his family. Rescues who focus on adoption all
passed on the older dog, estimated to be at least 12,feeling
he would not be able to find a home due to his age. On the
eve of what would have been his euthanasia date,animal
control officers contacted Home for Life®, lobbying for him to
be admitted. With his sweet personality, they could not bear
to think that his life would end in an impound facility.

Home for Life®’s small dogs comprise a rowdy, noisy
group of the old and young, the quiet and bold, service
dogs and shy ones who tend to hang back. Their friendship
and camaraderie override their differences as they have
become a cohesive, loyal group who have a blast together

and always have each other’s back.

On a recent sunny winter day, the small dogs ran their
hearts out in one of the meadows adjacent to their doggie
apartment. People do not realize how much energy even
small dogs have and how much they love to run and play,
just like their larger canine counterparts. For the small dogs
who have come to HFL with behavior issues, the ability to
get sufficient play and exercise time in spacious outdoor
areas takes the edge off their problems. Even our older
dogs like to get out to stretch their legs and get some fresh
air. Year around, the HFl dogs love to enjoy the outdoors

and exercise in one of our large fenced meadows. #
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Bitsy and Andre came from a Wisconsin, foster-based rescue. Bitsy and Andre, who are approximately age 3, are Poodle mixes, and were
taken in from an animal pound by the rescue organization that intended to adopt them out. The foster kept them in her home where they spent
long hours confined. When both Bitsy and Andre nipped the foster and her family members for unrelated incidents, it was determined they
would need to be put down as they could not be offered for adoption with a “bite history.” The rescue offered them to HFL and we accepted

them to avoid seeing them die an untimely death. Full of energy and very smart, they have done well at the sanctuary with more exercise and
activity to keep their bright minds engaged. Both dogs will participate in the Renaissance Program this year. Sheila, an older small mix breed,
was surrendered to Home for Life® by the Animal Humane Society of the Twin Cities, following their rescue of several animals from Hurricane Rita.
After surviving the chaos of the hurricane and losing her home and owner, Sheila was too shell shocked to thrive in the shelter environment and
was unreceptive to potential adopters. Still, the Humane Society believed that in a different setting offered by Home for Life® Sanctuary, Sheila’s
psyche would be restored and she could be happy again.

Handsome Malcolm is a very shy and wary Wirehair Dachshund. He came to HFl as he would not
accept the husband in the home he was in and would try to bite. Malcolm likes other dogs and immediately
found a niche among the small dogs. But people were a different matter. Malcolm is very timid of strangers
but has gradually gained confidence since coming to HFL last fall. Watching the other small dogs interact
with the staff in a constructive away, giving and receiving affection, Malcolm has reconsidered his original
opinion of people and is now accepting of our staff and of positive attention.

Senior Christopher Robin, a Wirehair Fox
Terrier, gets a lift to the meadow from Jacklyn, HFL
animal care specialist.

Sammy is a Cockapoo
who came to Home for Life®
from the Animal Humane
Society, having been
surrendered for nipping the
children in his family. Sammy
was only two years old when
he lost his home. Sammy has
found a new role as one of
the favorite therapy dogs in
the Sit*Stay*Heal program,
our hospice initiative
launched in 2009.
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Our Cocker Spaniels and Englisn Setfters find that

Jena and Lauren, HFL animal care specialists with (I-r) Goldie, Tucker, Elmo, Joe and Honey.

A Breed Apart

It has been interesting to see that while dogs
of various sizes and breeds can become fast
friends, many dogs also recognize and form
an instant camaraderie among dogs of their
own breed. Although all dogs are individuals,
dogs of a given breed share characteristics of
temperament that encourage friendship. It is
amazing to see that the dogs recognize one
of their own. Far from familiarity breeding
contempt, dogs of the same breed seem to form

a special camaraderie.

Cocker Spaniels

Cocker Spaniels have been one of America’s most popular
dog breeds. While we do not seek out only certain breeds or
kinds of dogs to be admitted to HFL, it just so happened that a
number of older Cockers who had fallen on hard times needed
our help. This fall, we realized that we had five wonderful senior
Cockers in residence at HFL and decided that it was time for a
group photo to commemorate this unprecedented occurrence.

Elmo is all black but is considered a black and tan because he
has brindle eyebrows. Elmo came to HFL through a veterinary
clinic that had taken him in from an elderly owner who had
been moved to a nursing home. At age 11, Elmo’s prospects for
adoption were slim. He came to HFL with many health problems,
chiefly dry eyes and skin problems, but he has responded well
to the treatment involving daily eye ointments and regular
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baths. He even looks forward to the attention and dog cookie
he receives after every treatment

Goldie’s full story can be found on Home for Life®’s website
at  www.homeforlife.org/dogbio_goldie.htm Goldie has
overcome much, including a narrow miss that nearly saw
her put down at an area shelter as “unadoptable” for health
problems and old age. He has now been safe and happy at HFL
for over 3 years. Now, at age 14, she is a little more gray on
the muzzle but seems otherwise unchanged. Unlike our other
female Cocker Spaniels, Goldie has always had more of an edge
to her and is a little bit more wary than our other girls. One
of Goldie’s kind sponsors, Michelle, bought her a wonderful
sheepskin covered dog bed and she loves to cuddle in it with
one of her roommates. Her bed is in the kitchen of the feline
leukemia building and Goldie loves having a place where she is
centrally located to be part of everything. Goldie’s roommates
include Christmas, an older Bischon mix who came to HFL from
Oklahoma and the Small Paws Rescue, Sox a 16-year-old Shih
Tzu mix and another golden Cocker Spaniel, Honey.

Honey, age 14, is as gentle and sweet as her name, with a
most appealing expression on her face. She is lighter in color
than Goldie and a little bigger. Honey belonged to a couple who
divorced. There were little to no resources after the marriage
breakup to care for Honey. The husband, who was Honey’s
advocate, had a small apartment where he hid Honey when is
wife refused to keep the old dog in the family home. He tried to
find her a new home but had no luck with shelters or rescues
due to her age The husband begged for Honey’s life, and after
meeting Honey it is easy to see why he lobbied so vigorously
on her behalf.

Tucker, our largest Cocker Spaniel, is a gentle giant and also
older at age 12. We met Tucker through our contacts with the
VA Medical Center and our work with veterans there. One of the
VA nurses learned of Tucker when her patients, who received
out patient care, had to leave his apartment to be admitted
to long term care. The former owner was poor and could only
afford to feed Tucker sporadically, and then only whatever he
could afford: breakfast cereal, crackers, and the like. After his
owner was admitted to the health care facility, Tucker was
left in the apartment alone, with neighbors of the man doing
the best they could to try to care for him. Lonely Tucker was
relieved and happy to come to HFL where he now resides with
other animals, including his Cocker Spaniel friends.

Joe Cocker, age 12, another beautiful golden Cocker had been
brought to the Humane Society by his owners even though they
had been informed that the dog would be euthanized as he was
too old to be adopted. We learned of Joe’s plight and the Humane
Society allowed us to take Joe to HFL. Joe came to HFL almost
two years ago and was a very vigorous senior dog who enjoyed
being outside and exercising in the meadows. He became best
friends with a beautiful black field Cocker Spaniel that was at
HFL, who was his age. Joe and Laren were never far apart and
slept each evening in the same kennel. Laren sadly died about 8
months ago and Joe was very lonely. Joe, who can get along with
anyone, did ok with his dog group but they were all younger and
more feisty than he, and he did not bond with any of them after
Laren was gone. After he started sleeping outside by himself at
night, we decided to try integrating him with our other Cocker
Spaniels and have noticed that making friends with dogs who
are like him has seemed to lift his spirits. »

fnelr senior years are Solden at Home for Life.
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Krista, HFL animal care specialist
with (I-r) Sally, Rusty and
Maverick.

The English Setters

In 2009, Home for Life® accepted two senior English Setters at
the sanctuary, Sally and Maverick who joined Rusty, a resident
of the sanctuary for nearly two years. Rusty recognized familiar
faces and has welcomed both Sally and Maverick. The HFL
English Setters are beautiful and gentle dogs, and deserved to
have a peaceful, loving retirement home as older dogs.

Rusty came to Home for Life® on a transport from a high
volume, rural Missouri shelter whose staff and volunteers tried
valiantly to find adoptive homes or sanctuary for their dogs and
cats. They knew Rusty, an abandoned older dog with arthritis
would have no prospects for a home in their region and no
other adoption programs were interested in him due to his age,
estimated to be approximately 11. At Home for Life®, Rusty was
best friends with Patches, an English Setter who lived at HFL
for many years and died in late 2008 of bone cancer. Rusty is
extremely gentle and kindly with both other dogs and people,
and in fact must be protected from more assertive dogs
because he lacks the gumption to stand his ground if a more
dominant dog challenges him. His coat is more red than that of
Sally or Maverick, and he has a delightful sprinkling of freckles

across his nose, lending him a perennially youthful look which
makes him look like “Opey” from the Andy Griffith Show.

Sally, age12,isnow Rusty’s comrade since the death of Patches
in 2008. Sally came to Home for Life® from a private home. It
was alleged that she had been nipping the grandchildren, and
the family felt she was unsafe around them. We have found
Sally to be nothing but a delight with a gentle sweet spirit and
mellow temperament. She has silky soft fur and peach-colored
patches. She is arthritic, so it is possible that she was sore and
had trouble dealing with rambunctious children. At HFL, she
now takes Rimadyl twice a day and is much more comfortable.
She enjoys resting on the couch yet still loves to get outside
to stroll around our meadows and stretch her legs each day.
Sally, along with Rusty, reside in our main cat building as the
“greeter” dogs for that building and also to sound the alarm
when any visitors approach.

Maverick, age 11, is an athletic and long legged guy who was
a devoted family member and companion. The husband in the
family used Maverick for hunting pheasant, a pursuit at which
Maverick apparently excelled. Last year, his family fell on
difficult economic times and had to downsize their residence.
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